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ARE YOU A CHAMELEON CHRISTIAN?

No, that's not the name of a new neligion that's popped up in Beloit. However, the next
time you can't think of anything to do, toddfe on down to your Local pet shop and watch
a chameleon. VYou'll find this Little memben of the Lizard gamily difficult to Locate.
As he moves §rom one place to anothen he changes his colon grom green to brown, and
occasionally, almost white, accornding to his swuoundings.  God gave this Little creepy
crawlen this ability as a protective deuice. 1§ you've ever watched a chameleon pernform
this strnick, you couldn't help but be amazed.

Thene is a way in which people change colforn too; not in their appearance but in thein
attitude. There ane Chrnistians, on at Least, professing Christians, who seem fo 4t 4in
conveniently with thein swuioundings whenrever they are. 1§ they are in church, they
foin in the worship service and sing Louden than almost anyone. They seem quite nreverent
during the prayerns and even thank the minister forn a good message. Some o0f these people
are Sunday School teachers and choirn membens, while others serve on the church board and
some fust occupy a pew. Around thein Chrnistian griends, they talk Like they think a
Christian should talk and act as though Jesus was thein best friend. But when they Leave
the envinonment of the church and thein Christian friends and get back with theirn godfess
griends on business associates, they change colons and think nothing of using profanity
on sdpping a cocktail. They might Laugh at dinty jokes on even tell a few.

Don't these people nemind you of our griend, the chameleon? They change quickly, easily
and often. 1In the chameleon's case, the change is nemarkable. But forn the one who says
he 48 a Chruistian, it's downnight cowardly.

You can't help but wonden about people who change Like that. Anre they nreally born-again?
14 they say they are, that's a matten between them and God. 1§ they are thue believers,
they obuviously have never necognized the imporntance of faking a stfand for Chrnist.

Many times the Scripturnes tell us to take a stand:"Stand fast in the faith.” (I Con.16:13).
"Stand fast in the Liberty wherewith Chiist hath made us §ree.” (Gal.5:1) "Stand fast in
one spinit." (Philippians 1:27. "Stand fast in the Lond." (Philippians 4:1).

What does it mean to "Stand fast"? 1t means to hang on to the truth of God's Word and
be a testimony for Him. The person who changes colors Like the chamefeon not only dis-
obeys the Wornd of God, he has no testimony forn God. He s a detrniment to the cause of
Chuist, a stumbling bLock and hindens othens grom coming to Chnist. 1§ one belongs %o
the Lond, he should be a Living witness all of the time - wherever he 4s.

Are you a businessman who L5 afraid of hindering your business by being a witness for the
Lond? Jesus is wonth gar more than youn business anyway and any believern who takes a
gaithful stand for the Lord can be suwre that He will take care of him.

What a difference it would make in this wontd 04 darkness if everyone who called them-
selves by Chnist's name would stand up and be counted for Him. There 48 such {nconsis-
tency among many who say they belong to Chnist but mention it only when it is convenient.



Possibly, you are thinking, "What a nawow-minded attitude.” You'ne night! 1t 4s. But,
1 can't help but think of what Jesus said in Matthew 7:14: "Nawtow i the way which
Leadeth unto Life and few there be that find it." Chrnist's way Ls natrow.

Have you come to God by way of Chnist? 1§ s0, are you a consistent witness for him?
Are you taking opporntunities to witness about the Living Chnist? On have you grown
cokd and Left youn §inst Love? Have you become s0 occupied with "things" that you
fonget about the one who saved you? God wants you Lo come Zo Him and settle this
matfen now. 1§ you have never really taken a stand for Christ, there will never be a
betten tume.

On ane you trying to gind a substitute for God? We've found substitutes forn just about
everything else- sugar, salt, synthetic this and artificial that. Where did it all begin?
Somewhene along the way, man began to Lose his belief in God as a decider of his gfate, a
pernsonal being, ultimate judge of his actions. The idea that God created man became ofd
fashioned; we just evolfved. The concept of Hell was colorful but no Longer compelling.
Life began to be negarded as mone on Less accidental. Sin became a nelative sociological
mattern. Like a son who decides he doesn't need to depend on his father any Longer, man
set out to make his own way, independent of God. ‘

He A2ilL knew night §rom wrong, but he no Longer believed he had offended God on that sin
demands payment. There's a big difference in Living this way and trying to Live righteous
before God because He commands it. A man could do anything he wanted, subfect only to the
Laws of the Land and his own judgement, which isn't Zoo good at times. So what once was an
offense against God becomes a behaviour problem, a criminal offense or an i8Lness. Church
attendance becomes something that is done forn the sake of tradition.

And 50 man Leaves his father's house to Live on his ouwn. But is he mature enought to han-
dle it? 14 he §inding happiness on is he plagued with troubles and an emptiness he can't
desonibe? Does his way work on does it bring another dilemma? What about the child of a
parent who is sEALL in possession of his faith that God knows, watches, and punishes? Then
his child growing up in today's world is being alienated from him. The child cannot help
seeing what others are doing. He cannot help but absorb the outlook and values(on Lack of
them) of a secular society. Parochial schook, confinmation vows, the threat o Hetlt, these
might delay the monal decline, but it won't prevent if.

Meawwhile, the non-religious parent on one content with a form of religion, has no way to
influence his child. He can hardly hold up his own Life as a model with one gooi in
materialism and the othen in ofd fashioned morality. What's a parent to do? How can he
teach a child to do night, if he can't justify the night?

This parent i8 in a wonse §ix when he trys to answer the §inst question that neligion used
to answen: What is the meaning-of man's existence? 1§ we no Longer believe that God
created man, why £i8 human Life sacred? 1§ a parent doesn't know his purpose for existence
2nd his own Lide has no meaning, how can he tell his child that he shouldn't take drugs?
ir. dact, how can he convince him that he shouldn't waste his Life or commit suicide? What
~2z30ns carn he gdve for staying alive and making Lit?

Ask zry webeflicus ucung person why he does things that the older generation negands as
Zorvavad, itvespensibfe and self-destructive and overn and overn again you will hear,"Why
somn

Arswes *hat cne 44 you den't know how to hofd your own Life together. The young
<obhel's "Why net?" has at Least twe meanings: not onky "what's fo stop me?" but "Give me

a tweascn I car accept.” Fox the young person wants, needs, is in fact, desperate £o
believe in something. He is constantly searching for it in mind-bending drugs, the occult,
cults, philosophies and theornies, anything but his parents' isms which he sees as false
and very shallow.
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The experience of Learning that an entire civilization appears o be founded on nothing
monally s08id, is shot through and through with what he sees as hypocrisy and double-
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standands; that he ginds nothing to give Life meaning £5 a heal shockern that has Left
him unable to cope.

Meamwhile, man §inds it very difficult to create for himself a Life that satisfies his
Spinit. The traditional rneligious institutions offen Little. Houses of wornship have
become bingo parlons and places to serve wedding dinners.

When man no Longer needs to beg God forn enough food and protection from the elements
because he has become s0 self-sufficient, he forgets God. Perhaps that could help
explain all of the shontages we are experiencing along with the simple fact o4 man's
abuse of God's Land. God doesn't have any shontages but man needs to nememben §rom
whom all things come.

And yet questions nemain. Anyone who can contemplate the eye o4 a housegly, the mechanics
o4 a human g§inger, the camouglage of a moth, the building of every kind of matten f§rom
various arrangements of protons and efectrons and then maintain that all this design just
happened without a designen, by sheen, blind accident- such a person believes in a miracle
garn greaten than any in the Bible. To negard man with his complex brain and his many
capabilities, as merely a fornm of Life somewhat highen on the evolutionary Ladden than
the othens, is to create questions monre progound than those answered. In freeing himsels
grom the tenron of Hell, man gives up his hope of Heaven- you Live, you die, that's it!

15 that neally all thene {8 to Life?

Your fonregathens had the tremendous expectation of a Life everfasting. You Atill hope
somehow that it may twwn out to be thue agtern all; but your children are without hope
except fon what they can get out of Life materialistically. Our materialism 48 50 shallow
based on assumptions that are hardly mone than guesswork, unsatisfying, incomplete and yet
avogant. My God deserves a betten substitutz, but you can search the world over and you
will nevern find one. Why not put an end to that seanching and accept Jesus as YOUR substi-
tute. He died 4in your place, you know. ’

PROGRESS REPORT

PRAISE THE LORD! We don't know how He does it and we'lL never figure out how He manages
everything. But He does it so0 much better than we do that we're glad He's in charge of
this project and not us. He sends along some tewrnific people with willing hands, big
heants, a variety of talents, sirnong backs and beautiful attitudes. He's blessed us
with some carpenters and people who can help keep things moving durning daytime hourns so
that means Less time that's unproductive.

You are probably aware that we have been waiting on the Lond to bring us someone fon
the position of Vice-President on oun board of Directons. As the time for our annual
dirnectons' meeting was fast approaching, we became somewhat puzzled since no one seemed
to be available with the qualifications we had in mind. We wanted someone who shared
our vision for the ministry, someone who would take the responsibility of keeping things
going should the Lond fLead us in othen directions; someone committed to making disciples
with definite goals in mind as well as someone who would share in the nitty-gritty and
seek dinection from the Lond forn the ministry. We asked the Lord many times to show us
who He would have and one day, out of frustration, we told the Lond "1§ this person is
night under ourn nose, please show us who it 45. You know we have a deadline to meet with
the State of Wisconsin'! Sure enough - the person was right undern our nose. As a matten
of gact, he was usually under the sink on a pile of insulation. Anyway, we Leel that
Dean Barkern has all of the necessary qualifications and we feelf Ged woubd rave nim Lill
that position.




Please remember all of us as you pray. 1t's that prayer power in behalf of our ministry
and its needs that keeps us going in the night direction and we need our prayer watiors
as much as we need everyone else who has a part in the Lond's wonk at the Cup. 1t's
pnay(eiﬂ that moves the hand of God and therefore provides a finm foundation for us %o
build on. ‘

We are Looking forward to Spring with great feelings of expectancy of what the Lond has
planned forn his foLlowers. We hope you will get in on the blessings. PRAISE GOD FROM
WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW:

See you next month!

DAVE AND PAT FOGDERUD,D.inrectons
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